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A note about this deck
This deck is long. 

But the content is brief (except for one!)

Check out slides 3-7; if you have more time, check out the other slides. 

2



Work on getting clear about why this matters to you - 
what’s your skin in the game?

“If you have come here to help me you are wasting your time, but if you have come 

because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work together.”

Lilla Watson 
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Please do #1, watch Dave Chappelle if you like his comedy, and 
read a poem! 

1. Examining Privilege Worksheet (attached to email and on slide 5) (5 min)
2. Dave Chappelle's 8:46
3. Poetry

a. A Small Needful Fact
b. 2020 Quarantine Killers (spoken word, 3.5 min)
c. Let America Be America Again
d. Bless This Land

4. On trauma or adversity (<5 min) | Mia McKenzie 
5. On people’s pain, peoples’ rage (<2 min) | Brene Brown and JD Barnes (photos)
6. On curiosity | adrienne maree brown (<2 min) 
7. On place | Rebecca Solnit (<2 min)
8. On belonging | Othering & Belonging Institute (<2 min)
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Examining Privilege 
Spend a few minutes going through 
this worksheet.* It can help identify in 
what areas you may have privilege: 
race, sex, gender, class, sexual 
orientation, ability… 

5*Worksheet also attached to the email



Dave Chappelle’s 8:46 (June 2020, live performance)
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***This 27-minute live 
performance contains 

profanity, drug references, 
and sexual language*** 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tR6mKcBbT4&feature=youtu.be


A Small Needful Fact | Ross Gay

Is that Eric Garner worked
for some time for the Parks and Rec.
Horticultural Department, which means,
perhaps, that with his very large hands,
perhaps, in all likelihood,
he put gently into the earth
some plants which, most likely,
some of them, in all likelihood,
continue to grow, continue
to do what such plants do, like house
and feed small and necessary creatures,
like being pleasant to touch and smell,
like converting sunlight
into food, like making it easier
for us to breathe.
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2020 Quarantine Killers | Playon Patrick 

More: https://odi.osu.edu/ysp-incoming-freshman-delivers-passionate-poem-he-introduces-president-obama 8

https://youtu.be/IopNTOg9zGw


Let America Be America Again | Langston Hughes
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https://poets.org/poem/let-america-be-america-again


Bless This Land | Joy Harjo

Winter Sun, 2017, oil on wood panel, by Kay WalkingStick. Courtesy of the artist and June Kelly Gallery
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https://www.worldliteraturetoday.org/2019/autumn/bless-land-joy-harjo


On Getting Free | Mia McKenzie  
A long time ago, when you were a wee thing, you learned 
something, some way to cope, something that, if you did 
it, would help you survive. It wasn’t the healthiest thing, it 
wasn’t gonna get you free, but it was gonna keep you 
alive. You learned it, at five or six, and it worked, it *did* 
help you survive. You carried it with you all your life, used 
it whenever you needed it…
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https://www.bgdblog.org/2013/02/2013219vyv1ekfq9ycl8uvz44kfhzyhjzgin5/


People’s pain, peoples’ rage | brenebrown and JD Barnes 12

Credit: Vanity Fair Breonna Taylor’s Mother, Tamika Palmer, and 
Sister, Juniyah Palmer, Standing at the Banister Where Breonna Once 
Stood, Near the Front Steps of Her Apartment on Springfield Drive in 
Louisville, Kentucky.Photographs by LaToya Ruby Frazier.

https://www.instagram.com/brenebrown/
https://www.thecut.com/2020/09/photos-breonna-taylor-protests-in-louisville.html
https://www.thecut.com/2020/09/photos-breonna-taylor-protests-in-louisville.html
https://www.vanityfair.com/culture/2020/08/breonna-taylor


On curiosity | adrienne maree brown 
 “It is imperative to regenerate our curiosity, our genuine interest in different opinions, and in people we 
don’t know yet – can we see them as part of ourselves, and maintain curiosity, especially when we want to 
constrict and critique?”

On emergent strategy 

13



On place | Rebecca Solnit 

“As a citizen of this city for some thirty years, I am constantly 
struck that no two people live in the same city. Your current 
surroundings exist in relation to your other places, your formative 
place and whatever place shaped your ethnic heritage and education, 
and in relation to your role in this current place—whether people 
look at you with suspicion, whether you’re fearful or confident, 
whether lots of people or few look like you, whether you run in the 
park or drink in the alleys, whether you swim in the bay or work in 
the towers by day as a broker or by night as a janitor.”
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On Belonging

“We’re all born naked and the rest is drag.”
Ru Paul

“Belonging is the most important good we distribute in 
society, as it is prior to and informs all other distributive 
decisions. We must support the creation of structures of 
inclusion that recognize and accommodate difference, 
rather than seek to erase it. We need practices that 
create voice without denying our deep interrelationship.”
john a. powell and Stephen Menendian

Source: 
https://belonging.berkeley.edu/ 15


